
 

 

 

From Andy 

It is bittersweet as I vacate the hot seat of Director of Africa for Christ. This is an organization 

that is on the cutting edge of what Africa really needs...a healthy church. It has been a joy to 

have such influence in the lives of Pastors and church planters who are on the ground doing 

the hard work of building the kingdom. The past two years have been invigorating and exciting 

as we see God continue to raise up His people to bring transformation to the darkest places. As 

I move with my family to take on the challenge of Pastoring a church I remain firmly committed 

to the work and will seek to strengthen and grow our partner base. I am especially committed to 

growing our work in the Muslim areas of Africa. We had a very special board meeting in July 

where the former director, Terry Rae we also present. It was with great hope and anticipation 

for the future that Jeremy Sieberhagen officially took over the reigns of AFC. He brings with him 

over 20 years of church planting experience in some of the most difficult places in the world. 

AFC is stronger for his leadership and the board is excited about the way ahead.  

 

From Jeremy 

It has been a good start to my new role as Director  of Africa for Christ. I began in July this year 
and this is my first newsletter . This time of year is our busiest time at AFC and much has hap-
pened in this first 3 months . It’s the time of year for the annual conference for church planters 
and for us to interview new candidates for 2018. See below more details on these and other 
events . I am excited to be stepping into an ministry that has the foundations for new growth 

Ministry highlights:  
 
Church Planters Conference 
2017  

 
Over 40 AFC church planters from 
across South Africa  gathered in the 
Eastern Cape retreat centre of Fort 
White for a week of worship , up-
building , networking and training . 
There were 2 main guest speakers : 
Alick Banda from Malawi , who led 
us in several devotionals; Olefile 
from Heartlines , who taught on 
Money Management and Telling 
your Story . We also had workshops 
on Micro Loans for small business , 
Transformational Community Development , and Computer Literacy Program.  
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MAKING DISCIPLES : This was the central theme of our training at the Con-
ference, and  we introduced the Discovery Bible Study  groups , which is bases 
on people belonging to  discipleship groups where they focus on Hearing Gods 
Word for themselves , committing to an obedience action for the next week , 
and committing to share that lesson with someone else in their circle . Each 
Church Planter left with a plan to get their people into such discipleship groups . 
We are trusting that many will be faithful in this and that we will see a new 
movement of deeper discipleship , leadership development through these 
groups , and multiplication . 

New Applicants  
 
During the conference we interviewed 11 new candidates for partnership and were 
very impressed with the quality of experience , learning and commitment shown by 
all who came . We are excited about two men from Limpopo , who will increase our 
reach in the North , and one from the Free State. The rest were from the Eastern 
Cape where God seems to be moving greatly at this time . We were able to ingrain 
in each new church planter our vision for not only winning souls but raising up 
discples who can minister and win their own communities to Christ .  

Co-ordinators  
A major development for AFC has been appointing co-ordinators for regions 
and it was a very fruitful time meeting with this leadership team before the con-
ference. Mentorship , requests and reports will be handled by these men and 
we are trusting for more fruitful labour as church planters are followed up in 
their ministry and discipling goals, and held more accountable . 



MALAWI  
Having Alick Banda at the conference was 
a great blessing  and he shared many 
truths from his experience . He now leads 
a mission with 96 churches planted , in-
cluding in Zambia and Mozambique . He 
has a passion to reach the Muslims of Ma-
lawi , as well as to stem the tide of Islam 
winning locals . With this in mind , AFC will 
be taking our partnership with Alick to a 
new level by supporting 4 new church 
planters into M-slim villages  across Mala-
wi . They will each be based in a town 
stretching from one in the north , one in the 
centre and two in the south . All are along 
the Lake shores where these communities 
can be found . We are trusting the Lord for 
favour as we reach out across cultures and 
plan to increase this partnership as we see 
progress in these first steps.  

A special thanks to Alan Tatham who has been an incredible servant on the AFC board 
as the accountant and financial person  for many years. He has stepped out of this role , 
and we want to give a huge  thanks to him for many hours he has given AFC.  
 
We are very thankful to have Gary Hempel take over this role from Alan , and he will be 
based in Port Elizabeth with me going forward .  
 
We also want to warmly welcome BRUCE DAVIE who will be joining us at AFC as a 
coach and mentor , as well as part of our leadership team . He will be based in East Lon-
don and has already been a great blessing to us at the conference. 

Other highlights 
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Thank you for your continued generosity in the gospel through AFC.  

God bless Africa, 

Jeremy  Sieberhagen 

 


